Rock Exploration Lab
1. Put your observations on a separate piece of notebook paper, include the names of everyone in your group, your class period, and the title “Rock Exploration Lab”.

2. You have 15 minutes to observe as many rocks as you can, you need to have detailed notes on at least 10 different rocks.

3. For each rock observed, take notes on:

a. Rock (mixture) or mineral (one substance)

b. Color (light or dark colored, what specific color(s))

c. Grain size (fine-grained or coarse-grained)

d. Grain shape (describe as smooth or jagged)

e. Grain pattern (describe the pattern, if any)

f. Anything else interesting about the rock sample (fossils?)

g. Note any guesses about actual rock/mineral names or types (if you think it is a sample of quartz, or an igneous rock, note it, and describe WHY)

4. (Back at your desks) Based on what you have learned in class and what you have observed with the rock collection, come up with your own categories to organize the rocks.

a. Categories should be useful

b. You need to justify your categories chosen

c. You may use categories you have learned about, or create your own

d. You must have at least 6 different categories, although they can overlap or be sub-categories
