CLASS COPY!!!   CLASS COPY!!!
Review 5.4: Rocks From Reefs
Understanding Main Ideas
Fill in the blanks in the flowchart below.
Coral animals absorb the element 1. 
 from ocean
water. ➡ Corals change the element into calcite to form protective
2. 
 . ➡ When corals die, new 3. 

build on top of the dead corals’ shells, creating a structure. ➡ Over
thousands of years, 4. 
 grow outward toward
the ocean.
Answer the following questions in the spaces provided.
5.
What conditions are present in the water just south of Florida that explain
why coral reefs can be found there?
6.
Explain why almost all growth in a coral reef occurs within 40 meters of
the water’s surface.
7.
What explains how limestone that began as coral can be found on continents?
8.
How do geologists know that shallow seas once covered the central part
of North America?
Building Vocabulary
Fill in the blank to complete the statement.
9.
A structure formed when the skeletons of coral animals grow together is
a(n) 
 .
