Layers & Quality Notes – Cloze Notes
(Chapter 1.3 Layers of the Atmosphere, Chapter 1.4 Air Quality)

· Earth’s atmosphere is ___________ compared to Mars or Mercury.

· Earth’s atmosphere is ___________ compared to the size of the whole planet.

· Earth’s atmosphere is ___________, it has several layers that differ by ______________, ______________, and _________________.

Troposphere

· “tropo-“ means ___________ or _____________, because the troposphere is constantly _________________ and _________________.

· ________________ layer, only 9-16 km thick, but contains ______% of atmosphere’s mass.

· Most ______________ occurs in the troposphere

Stratosphere

· 2nd lowest layer, just above the _____________________.

· Contains the ____________  _____________, which protects us from ______  _________________.

· Layer is ________, ___________, and has very little __________________.

· Some _____ aircraft can fly in this layer.

· Contains ____% of atmosphere’s mass. The troposphere and stratosphere combined contain ___%

Mesophere

· “meso-“ means _________ layer

· Mesophere protects the earth from __________________.

· Mesophere combined with the thermosphere contains ____% of atmosphere’s mass.

Thermosphere

· “thermo-“ means _________, the air is very ______ (low density) but also very ________.

Why?  __________________________________________________________________________.

· __________ layer of atmosphere, blends into _____________ with no clear boundary.

· Contains the _______________, where air particles become _______ (electrically charged particles). This layer contains the ______________.

· Contains the _______________, the outermost part of atmosphere where _______________ and ______________ orbit the Earth.

Air Quality

· Pollutants: ____________ substances in air, water, and soil.
· Natural sources of pollution include: ___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

· Human activities cause pollution also: __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

· Smog (combo of ________ and _______): visible, ___________ air pollution, common in _______.

· Acid Rain: rain with more ________ than usual, can kill __________ and _____________, and degrade _________________.

· EPA (_____________________________) is the federal agency in charge of ______________ pollution in the USA.

