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8th Grade Teams

August 2014

Dear Parents or Guardians:

Thank you for taking the time to read this important letter regarding our homework policy and Shining Stars (on back) here at Lone Star Middle School.

We want to make your job even easier by letting you know that your child has homework every night.  In the 8th grade, we expect that students will do between 40 and 60 minutes of homework every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday night.  The standard homework assignment for those 40 minutes is for your child to read or to work on Khan Academy (on-line math tutorial). The reading could be a book, magazine, or newspaper.  The Khan work should be on the current unit of study.  
This helps you as a parent because you no longer have to ask your child if he/she has homework.  Instead, you know that he/she has 40 minutes worth, and you might ask, "Are you going to start on your silent reading or Khan now, or do you have homework in other classes you need to do first/instead?"  This provides you with more power as a parent because you can say, "I know you have at least 40 minutes of work--which work are you going to be doing?"

 
Your child is practicing the skills of reading and mathematics.  This practice will increase his or her proficiency.  Reading is the basis for proficiency in nearly every other subject in school, as well as an indicator of success later in life.  You are setting up your child to have good study habits by setting aside a certain amount of time every day for study.  As we are striving to assist your child meet the increased rigor of the Idaho Core Standards, reading practice and/or Khan Academy mathematics practice will help.
We appreciate being able to count on you to make sure that your child does at least 40 minutes of silent reading, Khan mathematics or other homework every night. If you have any questions, please contact your child’s advisory teacher. Thank you.

Sincerely,

LSMS 8th Grade Staff

Cut on line& return bottom portion
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I have read the information and discussed it with _________________________ (student). 



_____________________________  (Parent Signature)
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8th Grade Teams

Agosto 2014

Estimados padres o tutores:
Gracias por tomarse el tiempo de leer esta importante carta con respecto a nuestro plan de tareas y Estrellas Brillante (otro lado) aquí en Escuela Media Lone Star.

Queremos hacer más fácil su trabajo por lo que le permite saber que su hijo tiene el mismo requisito para hacer la tarea casi cada noche. En el grado ocho, esperamos que los estudiantes hagan por lo menos 40 a 60 minutos de tarea cada lunes, martes, miércoles y jueves. La tarea estándar para esos 40 minutos es que su hijo lea or trabaja en el Khan Academia, que es un programa en el Internet. Él o ella puede trabajar en su matemática o leer un libro, una revista o un periódico, pero se debe trabajar por lo menos 40 minutos.

Esta información le ayuda porque ya no tiene que preguntarle a su hijo si tiene tarea. En su lugar, usted sabe que tiene por lo menos 40 minutos de trabajo, y usted podría preguntar, "¿Vas a empezar en sus 40 minutos de lectura silenciosa o Khan ahora o tiene deberes en otras clases que hay que hacer?" Esto le proporciona más poder como padre, ya que puede decir: "Yo sé que tienes por lo menos 40 minutos de trabajo – si no tienes otro tarea necesitas leer o trabajar en Khan."

Su hijo está practicando la habilidad de la lectura y aumentará su capacidad.  La lectura es la base de la competencia en casi todos los sujetos a lo largo de la escuela, así como el principal indicador de éxito en la vida. Además, se está ayudando a su hijo a tener hábitos básicos de estudio, dejando de lado una cierta cantidad de tiempo cada día para el estudio.
Agradecemos poder depended en usted para asegurarse de que su hijo hace por lo menos 40 minutos de lectura silenciosa o trabajo en Khan Academia o tarea todas las noches. Si usted tiene alguna pregunta, no dude en comunicarse con el maestro asesor de su hijo, por favor. ¡Muchas Gracias!

Sinceramente,

LSMS grado ocho maestros
Corta en la leña & entrega el parte debajo 

E leído el información y discutido con _________________________ (estudiante). 



_____________________________  (Firma de Padre/Madre)

Shining Stars Night has been scheduled!  It will be a celebration of effort, attitude, and excellence!   A stepping stone to higher learning--middle school has come to an end.

May 22, 2014 (Thursday) at 7:00 p.m. (Shining Stars is a ceremony with music and slide show followed by a reception.)

Middle school students sometimes get lost in the shuffle. Parents make a big deal of kindergarten and elementary promotions and later host big high school celebrations. Shining Stars is great way to reward 8th graders for making it through 8th grade with excellence.  It is a fun way to celebrate their achievement and celebrating by having a party for them and their peers. That’s what Shining Stars Night is about!  

Having parental support and involvement is very important to us!  If you would like to take part in the planning and implementation of Shining Stars Night, please contact Leora White (lwhite@nsd131.org) or Kris Benson (kbenson@nsd131.org) or 468-4745.

Please check with your child on a regular basis to see how he/she is doing in earning the points for Shining Stars.  The criteria are listed below.  Your student’s quarter 1 status is also given.    If you have any concerns or questions, please be sure to contact the advisory teacher of your child.


Core (per quarter per course):

Grade C+: 3 pt

Electives (per quarter per course):
Grade C+: 2 pt

Testing (LSMA, LSWA)


Up to 4 pts
Attendance (per semester)

Up to 6 pts
Tardies (per quarter)


Up to 3 pts

Behavior (per quarter)


Up to 5 pts

Total Points Needed


Qtr 1: 20

Qtr 2: 25

Qtr 3: 20

Qtr 4: 25

Must also meet Promotion Criteria:
» Pass 11 of 14 credits per school year     

» Cannot fail a full year of any one subject     

» Meet district attendance standards
